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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the recording 
quality of achromatic characters by not recording color 
dots in the periphery of achromatic characters. 

SOLUTION: A character part included in an image signal 
is discriminated by a character detection part 112, and 
a chromatic part, and an achromatic part of the inputted 
image signal are discriminated by a color discriminating 
part 111. The inputted image signal is subjected to 
color conversion by an LOG conversion means 104, an 
output gamma part 107, etc., in matching with image 
output characteristics in an image output part 110. A 
quantization part 108 quantizes the signal of each color 
subjected to gamma correction to output it to a black 
character reflecting part 109, and this part 109 
converts the color converted chromatic signal into an 
achromatic signal in the black character part detected 
by the character detection part 112 and the color 
discriminating part 111 and outputs the result to the 
color image output part 110. 
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